
BEFORE YOU PRINT 

 

Note: Because we have children on different levels and because some may be limited 

on time to do this unit--there are THREE options in this download to print this “ONE” 

book.  

 

1st book has lines only with no information (pages 2,3,4) 

 

 

2nd book has information in it already (pages 5,6,7) 

 

 

3rd book is blank if you want to add your own ideas or information ( pages 8,9,10). 

 

 

Cut book or books of your choice, place shortest on top, layering each page. Longest 

is on the bottom. Staple on the left or use brads.  
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Use thiss book to add your own infor-

mation. 

 

 

Or use book with facts added on the 

next few pages. 
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The Amazon River 

got its name from a 

Spanish explorer 

named Francisco de 

Orellana. In 1541 

Orellana was at-

tacked by what he 

thought were women 

holding enormous 

weapons. He named 

the river, after the 

Amazons, a race of 

warrior women from 

Greek mythology. 

Rain forest have a wet warm climate. There are mild 

temperatures year around. Even when it’s not raining, 

the rain forest is very humid and damp. Average tem-

peratures in tropical rain forests range from between 

68° and 84° Fahrenheit. At least 80 inches of rain fall 

each year, but some rain forest can receive up to 200 

inches. 

The rain forest is important because 

 it provides a home to many plants and animals; 

 it helps stabilize the world’s climate; 

 it protects against, flood, drought and erosion; 

 it is a source for medicines and food; 

 it supports tribal people; and 

 they are the last of the wildernesses. 



The Amazon touches 

nine countries: 

 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Colombia 

Ecuador 

Venezuela 

Guyana 

Suriname 

French Guiana 

Brazil 

The Amazon River is the widest river in the world. The mouth of 

the river is 200 miles wide. It counts for one-fifth of the water 

that flows from rivers into oceans. The Amazon has more than 

1000 tributaries ( a river or stream that flows into a larger lake 

or river) , 7 of which are more than 1,000 miles long. In 2000, 

scientists from five different countries on a National Geographic 

Society expedition solved the long standing argument about the 

longest river in he world. The Amazon is the longest river at 

4,250 miles--64 miles longer than the Nile! 
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There is one point that nobody argues about. It’s that the Amazon 

River supports the largest and most diverse tropical rain forest on the 

planet. The Amazon is home to many different kinds of plants and 

animals that scientist can’t even count them. Almost one-third of all 

the world’s living species of plants and animals live in the Amazon. 

The Amazon is home to the largest eagle, snake, anteater, armadillo, 

spider, freshwater turtle, freshwater fish, rodent, otter and toad in the  

entire world. 

In the past, tropical rain forests supported 

great civilizations like the Mayas, Incas and 

Aztecs who developed complex societies and 

made great contributions to science. As for 

the native people of the Amazon, with the 

arrival of the Europeans  in 1492 it brought 

an end to the native civilizations of South  

America. They brought diseases that killed 

millions of Amerindians. (the term of Ameri-

can indigenous peoples). By the 1950’s only 

100,000 Amerindians were left. Brazil cre-

ated places in the rainforest that were off 

limits to outsiders. Today, the population 

has grown to almost 350,000 people and 

most of them live in Brazil. 
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